
MONTHLY WEATHER R E V I E W ,  
DECEMBER, 1880. 

(General Weather Service of the United States,) 

WAR DEPARTMEN!C, 

IIIVISION OF 

TELECEM AND BEPOI~TS FOB TEE BENEPIT OP CO~IERCII AND AGRICULTUM. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N .  
In prepming this REVIEW the following data, received up to January 2Oth, have been used, viz: 

the regular tri-daily weather charts, containing the data of simultaneous observations taken at 144 
signal Service stations and 14 Canaclian stations, as telegraphed to this office; 182 monthly journal6 
and 168 monthly means from the former, and 14 monthly means frsm the latter j reports from 3 Sun- 
set stations ; 348 monthly registers from Voluntary Observers ; 60 nionthly registbs from United 
stabs Army Post Surgeons ; Marine Records j Intermtional Simultaneous Observations j monthly 
repoAs from Voluntary Observers in, and the locd Weather Services of Iowa and Missouri and of 
the Central Pacific Railway Co. ; reliable newspaper extracts j special reports. 

B t l K O M E ' I ' R I C  P R E Y N U R E .  
. Upon Chart No. I1 is Rhown by the isobaric lines (in black), the clistribution of atmospheric pres- 

s u r e ~ ~  over the United States for December, 1880. The area of highest pressure lies somewhat far- 
ther westward than uwd and covers t.he greater part of the country from the Mississippi valley west- 
ward to the eastern Rocky Mountain Nlope.. On the Pacific slope, the high-pressure prevailed on 
the southern instead of the noi.t.11ei-n coast. 

.Depcirtti?rerr frorw iVoma1 Vdue8 for th,e dfonth.-Bg comparison with the average for the past 
eight or nine yews, it is fonnrl that the barometric pressure for Deceinl)er, 1880, ranged from 
0.05 inch to 0.10 below the mea.u in trlie AtrImtic States; greatest clepart.ures, 4 . 1 0  at Norfolk and 
Wilniingtdn, and -0.15 at New Haven and W O O ~ ~ S  Hdl. Over the Missouri mil Upper Mississippi 
valleys, an equal excess of pressure prevailed; greatest depwt,uren, +0.05 inch at Keokuk, La 
Crosse and St. Paillin t!ie latter, itud + O . l l  at Bi~inarck aud Ydnkton in the former, district. On the 
Pacific coast, the pressure was normal at Stn Diego, 0.10 below it at SUI Francisco, end 0.24 below 
at Portland, Oregon. 

Locd Barometric Range8, from readings reduced to Rea-level, were greeter than usual, and 
exceeded 0.55 inch over the entire connbry, except southern Ploricla, southern Cdifornia and at 
B few scattered stations iu the soiitlieim Yla.tmu district. The ranges in the Atlantic and Gulf 
States generally varied but little i'roni 1.00 inch. The greatest ranges were in that portion of 
the Lake region and Upper Mississippi valley, 01-er which the centre of low-mea KO. V ptused; 
they increued gradudly northemtward from 1.47 at Le:wenworth to 1.79 (the largest in, the country) 
at Escanaba. The snitlllest range was 0.49 at Key West. Other noticeable ranges were 1.70 at 
Dodge City, 1.48 at Missonla aiid 1.27 at Uinatillo. 

Qeaeru.1 Barowetr:'c Rmge.-The extreme range of the atmospheric pressure, reduced to sesr 
level, m-m 3.15 inches, from 30.97 at Fort Y,iiforcl on the 2Gth, to 28.83 at Dodge City on the 4th. 

Arem of High Pmaure diiring December, 1880, were eight in number, three 'of which were 
alight and unimportant encroachments of high p-essures from the Pacillc ocean. The five othar 


